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The frame house on the Sellers-Cockey Farm is a
20th century dwelling constructed on the brick founda-
tion of a house dating to the late 18th or early 19th
century. This early house burned in the 1930s. Of
equal importance to the house foundation is a post-
and-plank meat house that probably was constructed
at the same approximate time as the early house. This
form of construction was evidently quite widely used
in Tidewater Maryland and may have found particular
favor on this part of the Eastern Shore. This
example is one of the few recorded that includes
wrought nails, suggesting a date no later than circa
1815.
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The Sellers-Cockey Farm is located on the
north side of Batts Neck Road on Kent Island,
approximately 1 1/2 miles east of the érossroads
community of Normans. The farm has been broken
up into several parcels, leaving a 15 acre tract
that includes the main house and farm buildings.

The early house that stood on this site
burned in the 1930's and was replaced with a
1 1/2 story frame dwelling constructed on the old
foundations. This foundation and a post-~and-plank
meat house are the only surviving structures from
the early farmstead. The remaining farm buildings
date to the late 19th and 20t§ century.

The frame house as it was ;ebuilt is 1 1/2
stories hiéh, five bays wide and.twc rooms deep.
The early foundation is brick, laid in three-course
bond. It forms a full cellar under the house
and has been raised several courses and has had
minor alteratiobns and repairs., A triangular
chimney base with arched recesses survives on the

west gable wall.
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

Meat House

To the north of the house, adjacent to a late
19th century granary, is a post-and-plank meat house.
This building is ten feet square and is oriented on
an east-west axis, with a single batten door centered
on the south facade wall. It is constructed of hewn
and machineiéawn log planks mortised into hewn vertical
posts and secured with pegs driven in from the outside
face of the wall. Intermediate posts are pegged to
the interior face of each wall to provide additional
strength.” The roof is constructed of common rafter
pairs secured at the ridge with a pegged mortise-and-
tenon joint and supported by flat false plates resting
on hewn joists. Light collar beams are lapped and
nailed to the rafter pairs with wrought nails. The
exterior of the building is covered with vertical
board siding secured with machine nails. The eaves
are béxed ins the roof is covered with wood shingles

and tin.
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The frame house on the Sellers-Cockey Farm
is a 20th century dwelling constructed on the
brick foundation of a house dating to the late
18th or early 19th century. This early house
burned in the 1930's., Of equal importance to the
house foundation is a post-and-plank meat house

. that probably was constructed at the same approximate

time as the early house. This form of construction
was evidently guite widely used in Tidewater
Maryland‘and may have found particular favor on
this part of the Eastern Shore. This example
is oﬁénéf the few recorded that includes wroughé

nails, suggesting a date no later than circa 1815.

Addenda: The post-and-plank meat house collapsed
in the spring of 1983 and was subsequently demolished.

ORV 10/83.
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